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The  AREA  of  the  Urban  District  of  Sevenoaks  is  identical  with  that 
of  the  present  Sevenoaks  Civil  Parish,  and  comprises  3,273  acres  of  land 
and  15  acres  of  water. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  “  Local  Government  Act,  1894,”  the  old 
parish  of  Sevenoaks  was  divided  into  three,  viz.,  Sevenoaks,  Sevenoaks  Weald 
and  Riverhead. 

The  Local  Government  Board  Order  for  the  formation  of  the  three 
parishes  was  dated  September  24th,  1894. 

The  POPULATION  of  the  Sevenoaks  Urban  District  was  estimated 
by  the  method  adopted  by  the  Registrar-General  to  be  9,089  at  the  middle  of 
1900,  showing  an  increase  of  191  since  the  middle  of  1899, 

In  all  probability  actual  census  figures  will  be  available  for  calculating 
the  statistics  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1901. 

The  number  of  registered  births  amounted  to  152,  consisting  of  8i 
of  males  and  71  of  females,  and  giving  the  extremely  low  Birth-rate  of  16-7 
per  1,000  of  population,  as  compared  with  17-8  in  1899  and  18-4  in  1898. 

One  hundred  and  three  deaths  were  returned,  which  consisted  of  52  of 
males  and  51  of  females.  Two  of  these  deaths  were  those  of  persons  not 
belonging  to  the  District ;  and  not  included  in  this  total  of  103  deaths  are  6 
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which  occurred  outside  the  District  among-  those  belonging  to  it,  viz.,  at  the 
Union  Workhouse.  Due  correction  for  these  is  made  in  calculating  the  rates. 

The  Death-rate  was  11*7  per  1,000  of  population,  as  compared  with 
I  ro  in  1899  and  11-3  in  1898. 

Of  the  total  103  deaths,  6  were  caused  by  one  or  other  of  the  7 
principal  Zymotic  Diseases,  viz.,  3  by  Diphtheria,  2  by  Whooping-cough,  and 
I  by  Diarrhoea. 

One  of  the  3  deaths  from  Diphtheria  occurred  at  the  Hip  Hospital,  and 
was  that  of  a  non-resident. 

The  ZYMOTIC  DEATH-RATE  was  0-5  per  i,(xX)of  population, 
as  compared  with  0-4  in  1899  and  0  9  in  1898. 

INFANT  MORTALITY.  The  rate  of  mortality  among  infants 
under  one  year  of  age  to  1,00.*  registered  births  was  164,  as  against  81  in 
1S99  and  68  in  1898. 

This  great  rise  from  more  than  double  the  rate  of  the  previous  year, 
and  to  to  above  the  rate  for  the  country  generally,  is  the  only  unsatisfactory 
item  in  the  vital  statistics. 

It  is  due  to  a  considerable  increase  of  infant  deaths  (25  as  compared 
with  12  and  1 1  during  the  two  previous  years  respectively),  and  to  the  smaller 
number  of  births  occurring  in  the  District  during  the  year,  viz.,  152,  as 
compared  with  159  in  1899  and  161  in  1898. 

Among  the  principal  Zymotic  Diseases,  however,  there  were  only  3 
deaths  of  infants  (2  from  Whooping-cough  and  1  from  Diarrhoea). 

Seven  of  these  deaths,  or  over  one-third,  were  returne<l  as  due  to 
••  premature  birth,”  five  being  certified  to  by  qualified  practitioners  and  2  were 
uncertified,  no  cause  being  given  in  one  case,  and  “convulsions”  in  the  other. 

The  remaining  15  infantile  deaths  were  due  to  a  variety  of  diseases 
giving  no  data  on  which  to  draw  any  general  conclusions. 

During  the  year  1900  the  birth-rate  throughout  England  and  Wales 
taken  as  a  whole  was  28  9;  the  general  death-rate  18-3,  and  the  Zymotic 
death-rate  2  00  per  1,000  of  population. 

The  rate  of  mortality  among  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000 
registered  births  was  1 54. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

It  may  be  mentioned  that  the  Infectious  Disease  (Notification) 
Extension  Act,  1899,  came  into  operation  on  January  ist,  19CX),  making  the 
notification  of  those  infectious  diseases,  mentioned  in  the  Infectious  Disease 
(Notification)  Act,  1889,  compulsory  throughout  the  country. 

It  of  course  makes  no  change  in  this  or  surrounding  Districts,  where 
the  Act  had  already  been  adopted. 

Under  the  combined  Acts,  now  to  be  known  as  the  Infectious  Disease 
(Notification)  Acts,  1889  and  1899,  52  cases  were  notified,  as  compared  with 
26  in  the  previous  year.  They  consisted  of  15  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  35  of 
Diphtheria  and  2  of  Erysipelas. 

SCARLET  FEVER.  Fifteen  cases  occurred,  one  in  April,  one  in 
August,  3  in  September,  2  in  October,  4  in  November  and  4  in  December. 

None  of  the  cases  ended  fatally. 

They  occurred  at  the  following  age-periods  : — 

i-S  S-‘S  15-25  25-65 

years  years  years  years 


3  8  3  I  — 15  cases. 

Locally,  and  in  order  of  their  occurrence  the  cases  arose  in  St.  John’s 
Road,  Oak  Lane,  Vine  Cottages,  Eardley  Road,  the  Hip  Hospital  (Vine), 
High  Street,  Dransfield  Farm,  Killick’s  Yard  and  Redman  Place. 

Six  cases  were  removed  to  the  Hospital  from  the  Urban  District,  viz.,  i 
from  High  Street,  1  from  Killick’s  Yard  and  4  from  Redman  Place,  and  1 
from  Riverhead  (Rural). 

In  the  cases  removed  the  effect  was  most  marked  in  preventing  the 
spread  of  the  disease. 

DIPHTHERIA.  The  number  of  cases  rose  from  16  in  1899  to  35  in 
1900,  and  3  deaths  resulted,  giving  a  Diphtheria  death-rate  of  0  3  per  1,000  of 
population,  i.e.,  a  rate  as  near  as  possible  equal  to  that  of  the  average  for  the 
country  generally. 

The  disease  was  very  prevalent  during  the  year  in  many  surrounding 
districts,  and  it  was  improbable  that  a'  town  like  Sevenoaks,  which  is  in  such 
direct  communication  between  London  and  other  places,  which  were  largely 
affected,  should  escape.  As  I  have  previously  pointed  out,  the  length  of  time 
which  the  disease  may  be  retained  by  some  persons,  and  particularly  by  those 
whose  throats  or  nasal  passages  are  in  an  abnormal  condition,  is  not  generally 
realised. 
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I  ran  quite  confidently  re-express  the  opinion  that  the  prevalence  of 
diphtheria  was  not  due  to  infected  water,  milk  or  other  food,  or  to  defective 
drainage. 

The  cases  occurred  as  follows : — In  January  12  cases,  February  5, 
April  9.  May  2,  June  2,  August  2,  October  t,  November  1,  December  i  ;  total, 
35  cases.  ' 


The  cases  were  not  confined  to  any  particular  locality,  occurring  as 
follows: — Vine  Court  Road  3  cases,  Carrick  Grange  i,  Camden  Villjis  3. 
Granville  Road  i,  Hitchen  Hatch  Lane  2,  Ridge  Cot  i,  Olive  Cottages  i, 
Knole  Paddock  t,  Beacon  Villa  i.  Greatness  Road  2,  Bethel  Road  3, 
Walthamstow  Hall  4,  St.John’s  2,  Cottage  Hospital  2,  London  Road  i,  Hip 
Hospital  3,  South  Park  i,  Beechcroft  i.  Hillside  i,  Birman  1  :  total,  35  cases. 

Very  searching  investigation  was  made  to  eliminate  other  causes  than 
actual  personal  infection. 

The  question  of  the  milk  supply  was  specially  inquired  into,  all  the 
dairies  and  cowsheds  to  the  number  of  16,  supplying  milk  to  the  town  of  Seven- 
oaks — whether  situated  within  or  outside  the  area  of  the  Urban  District — were 
inspected,  and  a  detailed  Joint  Report  by  Mr.  David  Pugh,  F.R.C.V.S.  and 
myself,  dated  March  28th,  1900,  was  presented  to  your  Council.  Minute  details 
of  these  16  dairies  and  cowsheds  were  given,  and  over  300  cows  were  examined 
and  a  copy  of  this  report  was  furnished  to  the  Local  Government  Board. 

All  the  farmers  and  cow- keepers,  without  exception,  willingly  assented 
to  a  request  to  be  allowed  to  examine  their  premises  and  cows. 

Several  samples  of  milk  from  different  sources  were  sent  to  London  for 
bacteriological  examination,  but  in  no  case  was  the  Klebs-Loffler  bacillus 
detected. 


The  disease  cannot  be  described  otherwise  than  of  a  fairly  mild  type, 
as  only  three  fatalities  resulted. 

These  occurred  one  at  St.  John’s,  one  at  Hitchen  Hatch  Lane  and  one 
at  the  Hip  Hospital.  The  last  mentioned  case  was  that  of  a  non-resident  and 
the  case  was  notified  to  the  Fulham  Authorities,  to  which  district  the  patient 
belonged. 


The  cases  and  deaths  occurred  at  the  following  age-periods: 
i-S  S-iS  'S-2S  25-65 

years  yeais  years  years 


4  16 

I  2 

Nine  of  the  cases  were  treated  at 
made  good  recoveries. 


8  7  — cases 

—  3  deaths. 

the  Isolation  Hospital,  all  of  which 
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ERYSIPELAS  produced  2  non-fatal  cases  in  May,  the  patients  being 

adults. 

NON-NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

MEASLES.  No  deaths  were  caused  by  this  disease,  and  but  few 
cases  occurred  in  the  Urban  area  during  the  year. 

WHOOPING-COUGH  caused  2  deaths  only,  one  in  October  and 
one  in  December,  those  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age. 

DIARRHOEA  was  responsible,  during  the  month  of  August,  for  one 
death  only,  that  of  an  infant  under  one  year  of  age. 

INSPECTIONS. 

During  the  year  1900  1  made  21  inspections  in  the  Sevenoaks  Urban 
District. 

Eight  of  these  were  made  during  the  inquiry  into  the  condition  of  the 
Dairies  and  Cowsheds,  and  the  others  in  reference  to  Scarlet  Fever, 
Diphtheria,  Isolation  Hospital  and  drainage. 

There  are  no  common  Lodging  Houses  now  in  the  District,  and  the 
2  beerhouses,  which  receive  weekly  lodgers,  are  under  supervision  and 
conducted  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  the  Housing 
of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  and  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  infrequent. 

The  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890;  Parts  II.,  III.,  IV.,  and 
V.,  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  were  adopted  and  came 
into  force  on  June  ist,  1891. 

A  marked  feature  in  the  year’s  work,  on  which  your  Council  is 
specially  to  be  congratulated,  is  that  of  having  made  a  good  commencement 
in  systematically  insisting  on  the  provision  of  a  water  waste  preventing  flush 
cistern  to  every  w.c. 

This  will  materially  assist  in  cleansing  the  tributary  drains,  which  in  the 
old  system  of  so-called  hand-flushing”  as  a  rule  only  receive  a  sufficient 
amount  of  slop-water  to  move  on  the  solids  without  creating  a  clear  flow  and 
tending  to  make  tributary  drains  in  many  cases  little  better  than  elongated 
cesspools.  This  change  will  further  tend  to  minimise  any  smell  arising  from 
the  street  ventilators'  It  will  be  seen  from  Mr.  Fowler’s  report  that  during 
the  year  he  has  been  able  to  get  a  great  many  new  cisterns  put  in, 
representing  a  most  satisfactory  record  of  work  in  this  direction. 
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ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  advise  the  closure  of  any  of  the 
Elementary  Schools  throughout  the  year. 

HOSPITAL  ISOLATION. 

During  the  year  1900,  16  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  treated  at  the 
Isolation  Hospital,  9  of  Diphtheria  and  7  of  Scarlet  Fever,  and  no  deaths 
occurred  throughout  the  year  in  that  institution. 

The  longest  stay  at  the  Hospital  was  56  days  ;  the  shortest  19  days,  and 
the  average  stay  30  days. 

The  ages  ot  the  patients  varied  from  4  to  30  years. 

It  was  decided  to  advertise  for  plans  for  the  proposed  new  Isolation 
Hospital  and  about  40  competitive  sets  of  plans  were  sent  in,  but  the  selection 
had  not  taken  place  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  results  of  chemical  and  bacteriological  analysis  of  the  public 
supply  in  May  showed  the  quality  to  be  very  satisfactory,  more  particularly  the 
chemical. 

By  the  courtesy  of  the  Manager  of  the  Water  Company  (Mr.  Hunter),  I 
was  enabled  to  go  down  to  the  bottom  of  the  new  well  and  make  a  thorough 
inspection.  It  is  an  exceptionally  fine  water  supply. 

Mr.  Fowler’s  Report  on  the  work  carried  out  in  his  department  during 
the  year  is  appended. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  statistical  tables  at  the  end  of  this  Report  are 
somewhat  different  from  those  of  former  years.  The  four  new  tables  have 
been  issued  by  tha  Local  Government  Board  in  place  of  the  two  headed  “  A  ” 
and  “  B,”  which  were  until  recently  in  use,  with  a  view  to  facilitate  record  of  a 
minimum  amount  of  statistical  information  of  the  sort  desired  by  the  Board. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  SCOTT  TEW. 


/ 


Sevenoaks  Urban  District  Council. 
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No.  of  Houses  Inspected  ... 

„  Nuisances  dealt  with 

„  Houses  in  a  Dirty  State  ... 

,,  „  Defective  Condition 

.,  with  Defective  Guttering' 

,,  ,,  Disinfected  after  Zymotic  Diseases 

,,  Infectious  Cases  treated  in  Hospital 

„  Insufficient  Closets  remedied 

,,  Defective  Soil  Pans  ,, 

„  Defective  Drains  ,, 

„  Houses  without  proper  Dust  Bins 

„  Houses  Overcrowded 

,,  Manure  Nuisances 

„  Pig  Nuisances 

„  Closets  in  a  Dirty  State  ... 

„  Closets  in  a  defective  condition... 

„  Accumulations  of  Refuse  (removed) 

„  Drains  Tested 

„  Foul  Cesspits,  cleansed  ... 

,,  Defective  Ventilating  Pipes  (remedied^ 

„  Defective  Soil  Pipes  „ 

„  Defective  Urinals  „ 


1 180 
516 

25 

8 

to 

35 

16 

243 

81 

10 

20 

5 

8  • 

6 
to 
14 

7 

5 

3 

5 

3 

2 
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The  Bakehouses,  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Slaug'hter-Houses  have  been 
periodically  inspected,  and  where  found  necessary,  the  cleansing,  &c.,  of  the 
same  has  been  carried  out. 


A.  FOWLER. 


Sanitary  Inspector. 


TABLE  I 


• 

Year. 

Population  estimated  to  Middle 
of  each  Year. 

Births. 

Deaths  under 
one  year 
of  age. 

Deaths  at  all 
ages.  Total. 

! 

Deaths  in  Public  Institutions. 

Deaths  of  Non-Residents 

[  registered  in  District. 

Deaths  of  Residents 

Registered  beyond  District. 

Deaths  at  all 
ages.  Nett. 

Number.  j 

6 

Number. 

Kate  per  looo  Births 
registered. 

Number. 

Hate. 

1 

1  Number. 

1 

V 

-v# 

1898. 

1899. 

8731 

8898 

161 

159 

18-4 

17-8 

1  I 

12 

68 

81 

92 

93 

lo-S 

10-4 

... 

... 

7 

5 

99 

98 

1 1-3 

IDO 

Averages 
for  years 
1898—1899. 

8314 

160 

181 

1  1 

74 

92 

10-4 

... 

... 

6 

98 

1  I.l 

1900. 

9089 

>52 

167 

25 

164 

103 

1 1-3 

14 

2 

6 

107 

>>7 

At  Census  of  1891. 

Pot^l  Population  at  all  ag’es  . 7610 

Number  of  inhabited  houses . 1467 

Average  nunjber  of  persons  per  house  ...5 


Area  of  District  in  Acres'^ 

(exclusive  of  area  >  3288 
covered  by  water).  ) 


TABLE  2. 


Year 

Population  estimated  to 
middle  of  each  year. 

Births  registered. 

Deaths  at  all  ages 

[>eaths  under 

I  vear. 

1900. 

9089 

152 

107 

25 

9 


TABLE  3. 


Notifiable  Disease 

Cases  notified  in  Whole  District. 

No.  of  Cases 

removed  to  Hospital 

from  each  locality. 

At  all 
Ages. 

At  Ages 

— Years. 

I  to  5. 

5  to  15 

15  to  25. 

25  to  65. 

Diphtheria  . 

35 

4 

16 

S 

7 

9 

Erysipelas  . 

2 

... 

... 

... 

2 

... 

Scarlet  Fever 

'5 

3 

8 

3 

I 

7 

Totals  . 

52 

7 

24 

1 1 

10 

16 

Isolation  Hospital  in  Urban  Area. 
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TABLE  4. 


Deaths  in  whole  District  at  subjoined  ages. 

c  C 

—  y  C 
cn  —  -r 

Causes  of  Death. 

1 

All  1 
Ages 

Under 

I. 

I  and 
under 

5 

5  and  1 
under 
t5 

15  and 
under 

25 

25  and 
under 

65 

65  and 
up¬ 
wards. 

C 

Whooping  cough . 

2 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Diphtheria  and  membranous 
croup . 

2 

•  • . 

1 

... 

•  •• 

•  •  • 

1 

Epidemic  influenza  . 

4 

1 

... 

1 

I 

... 

Diarrhoea  . 

i 

1 

•  • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Enteritis . 

S 

3 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Phthisis  . 

7 

... 

... 

... 

2 

5 

... 

... 

Other  Tubercular  diseases  ... 

2 

I 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  ... 

8 

... 

... 

... 

... 

S 

3 

Bronchitis  . 

6 

1 

... 

1 

3 

Pneumonia  . 

to 

... 

... 

2 

3 

5 

2 

Pleurisy . 

I 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

Venereal  Diseases . 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

I 

Premature  Birth  . 

7 

7 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Heart  Diseases 

1  s 

2 

... 

... 

2 

1 

2 

Accidents  . 

5 

... 

... 

1 

3 

I 

... 

All  other  causes  . 

40 

7 

1 

2 

i 

1  3 

... 

1 1 

1 

‘7 

6 

All  causes . 

107 

25 

1 

6 

1 

1 

5 

5 

34 

14 

